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Protection of copyright in ISO standards and national adoptions

Dear Sir or Madam,

As you know, ISO Standards are subject to copyright protection. The importance of
asserting copyright over ISO Standards is twofold: it contributes to monitoring their
integrity, and it ensures that their commercial exploitation secures revenue to support the
standardization activity. In that respect, and pursuant to the ISO Code of Ethics, Council
decided at its meeting in September 2006 on the implementation of a plan to increase
awareness and reinforce the protection of the copyright in ISO Standards. This plan,
coordinated with IEC, consists of the following set of actions:

1) Inclusion of a more visible copyright notice and warning sign on standards and in
websites

As a result of the collaboration between ISO and IEC aimed at enhancing the
protection of intellectual property contained in International Standards and at helping
users understand the existence, importance and limitations of the use of ISO and IEC
copyright, both organizations will include as of 2 April 2007 a visible warning sign on
page two of the cover of each new International Standard published. This copyright
warning sign is accompanied by the usual information as to how users can ask for
permission to obtain additional rights.

| invite you to include such a copyright warning sign as soon as possible in the
reproduction of ISO Standards and national adoptions you prepare thereof.

In addition, a set of model texts related to the protection of copyright (copyright
statements, terms of use of standards in electronic format, information to customers
on how to obtain permission for extended use of ISO Publications and national
adoptions thereof) for use on your Web sites have also been prepared.

2) Publication by ISO and IEC of an information brochure on copyright

The ISO Central Secretariat and the IEC Central Office have produced an information
brochure (attached at Annex 1) aimed at helping users of standards understand the
copyright issue in relation with standards and how they can use these publications and
the information they contained. | invite you to make this brochure available on your
Web sites and to use it as a tool to communicate to your users about copyright in
standards.
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3)

Generalization of watermarking of electronic versions of standards sold

The generalization of watermarking electronic versions of ISO Standards (including
working and committee drafts, drafts and final drafts, IS, ISO/PAS, ISO/TS, ISO/TR,
IWA, TTA and Guides) and national adoptions thereof is a non-intrusive mechanism to
reinforce the protection of copyright of these documents by providing legal traceability
to the buyer in order to detect and qualify possible infringements.

Member bodies and correspondent members selling individual electronic copies of ISO
Standards or national adoptions thereof, through Webstores, as an attachment to
emails, on CDs or DVDs, or any other media or distribution mechanisms, are
requested to watermark the files distributed through these mechanisms as soon as
possible, but by 31 December 2007 at the latest.

Member bodies and correspondent members selling electronic copies of ISO
Standards or national adoptions by subscriptions or via networking agreements are
invited to watermark the files distributed through these mechanisms also by

31 December 2007, unless they have put in place more stringent obligations or DRMs
in the context of the subscription contracts or networking agreements.

In order to facilitate the implementation of watermarking, the ISO/CS has prepared a
software tool to be used free of charge by members to watermark PDF files. Detailed
explanations about the use of this tool, the implementation of the copyright warning sign,
the use of the information brochure and the standard texts to be placed on your Web site
are provided in the attached guideline document (Annex 2).

You will also find together with this letter a|questionnaire|(attached at Annex 3) on the
level of deployment of the plan you intend to reach, and which | invite you to return to
Mr. Nicolas Fleury, Director Marketing and Communication, fleury@iso.org,

by 31 May 2007 at the latest. Mr. Fleury will also provide you with any additional
information and assistance you may need concerning this matter.

Concerning the implementation and use of more advanced protections, in addition to
watermarking, we will continue to continue to study the appropriate level of Digital Rights
Management (DRM) that could be applied to the unit sales of ISO and Standards and
other subscription products.

Yours faithfully,

Alan Bryden
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http://isodoc.iso.org/livelink/livelink/4452167/Questionnaire_on_the_level_of_deployment_of_watermartking_to_reinforce_the_protection_of_copyright_in_ISO_Standards_and_national_adoptions.doc?func=doc.Fetch&nodeid=4452167




Watermanrks

Embedding digital watermarks that include
identification information is a non-intrusive
technique which has been chosen by ISO and
IEC to protect the copyright on ISO and IEC
International Standards. Digital watermarks may
also be found on electronic versions of national
adoptions of ISO or IEC standards.

The watermark is added to a document to identify
the rightful licensee. In the case of downloaded
standards in particular, using a watermark is
a means of personalizing each standard
downloaded. The watermark typically displays the
name of the customer and his company, and the
download date on each page of the standard. It
shows that the named customer is the rightful
licensee of that standard (see example opposite).



How to acquire the rights
to use standards the way
you need

A limited number of rights are given to customers when they purchase a standard. When a standard

is ordered in electronic format from an online store, these rights are described in a license agreement

which the customer has to read and accept before being authorized to download the requested

document. Typically, the customer is allowed to print one copy only and is not authorized to make

copies or transfer the electronic file which he or she has purchased, or reproduce parts of it.

ISO and IEC and their respective members are ™ Printing multiple copies from one electron-

offering many different options to companies and
standards users when they need to legally make
more extensive use of the content of standards.
These include:

B Making additional electronic copies — By
granting extensions to the customer’s original
license, the customer can make legal copies
for use by additionally defined users.

ic file — Customers wanting to have supple-
mentary paper copies of the standards, for
example for distribution at meetings, can pay
simple additional fees.

Extracting parts of a standard for inclusion
in the company's internal documentation,
user’s guide or manuals — ISO and IEC
encourage the use and adoption of their
standards in company documentation.
Depending on the scale of the extract,
permission can be granted on a case-by-case
basis.



B Including parts of a standard in books or

software applications — Citing standards or
including extracts is encouraged as long as
acknowledgements and any necessary royalty
arrangements are concluded.

B Storing electronic copies of standards on
the company Intranet for internal use and
sharing between employees — ISO and IEC
offer solutions for the networking of their
standards on company Intranets that offer cost-

effective and user-friendly access rights.

To find out how to obtain any additional rights or if
you have any questions relating to copyright,
please contact ISO or the IEC, or their respective
members at the addresses indicated at the end of
the brochure.




NMore information

You will find more information about copyright issues in general on the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) Web site at www.wipo.int. National intellectual property offices also provide

information on copyright in local legislation.

About ISO

ISO (International Organization for Standardi-
zation) is a global network of 156 national stan-
dards institutes from countries large and small,
industrialized and developing, in all regions of the
world. It has a current portfolio of some 16 500
standards for business, government and society.
ISO's standards make up a complete offering for
all three dimensions of sustainable development
— economic, environmental and social.

ISO standards provide solutions and achieve
benefits for almost all sectors of activity, including
agriculture, construction, mechanical engineering,
manufacturing, distribution, transport, medical
devices, information and communication techno-

logies, the environment, energy, quality manage-

ment, conformity assessment and services.

About IEC

The IEC, headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland,
is the world’s leading organization that prepares
and publishes International Standards for all
electrical, electronic and related technologies —
collectively known as “electrotechnology”. IEC
standards cover a vast range of technologies
from power generation, transmission and
distribution to home appliances and office
equipment, fibre optics,

batteries, flat panel displays and solar energy, to

semiconductors,

mention just a few. Wherever you find electricity
and electronics, you find the IEC supporting
safety and performance, the environment,
energy efficiency and

electrical renewable

energies.




Contact

For information related to copyright and ISO International Standards,
please contact:

ISO

1, ch. de la Voie-Creuse
Case postale 56
CH-1211 Geneva 20

Tel: +41 22 749 01 11
Fax: +41 22 733 34 30

Email: copyright@iso.org
Web: www.iso.org

For information related to IEC International Standards,
please contact:

INTERNATIONAL

ELECTROTECHNICAL IL(E

COMMISSION

IEC Central Office
3, rue de Varembé
CH-1211 Geneva 20
Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 919 02 11

Email: inmail@iec.ch
Web: www.iec.ch

Credits
The text of this brochure has been adapted from the publication "Navigating Copyright in a Digital World"

with the kind permission of the Standards Council of Canada, the ISO member body for Canada, and the
Canadian National Committee of the IEC.





